JRLA, 3(5), May, 2026: 83-90 Online ISSN: 3048-667X

JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL LAUREATES ACADEMY

www.rlaindia.org

A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THEMES OF IDENTITY AND
CULTURAL CONFLICT IN CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH LITERATURE

Dr. Minaxi
Associate Professor (English), Govt College, Nalwa

ABSTRACT

This study examines the themes of identity and cultural conflict in contemporary English
literature through a comparative analysis of selected literary works. Contemporary writers
frequently explore the complexities of individual and collective identity shaped by globalization,
migration, multiculturalism, and social transformation. The study investigates how characters
negotiate issues of race, ethnicity, language, gender, nationality, and belonging while confronting
cultural differences and societal expectations. By comparing diverse texts, the research identifies
common patterns as well as distinct narrative approaches used to represent identity formation
and cultural tensions. It also highlights the influence of historical, political, and socio-economic
factors on personal experiences and intercultural relationships. The comparative approach
provides a deeper understanding of how contemporary English literature reflects the challenges
of living in culturally diverse societies while promoting empathy and cross-cultural awareness.
Overall, the study demonstrates that themes of identity and cultural conflict remain central to
contemporary English literature, offering valuable insights into human experiences, social

change, and cultural coexistence.
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INTRODUCTION

An increasingly interdependent and heterogeneous world has given rise to contemporary English
literature as a major arena for investigating the intricacies of cultural conflict and individual
identity. Traditional ideas of identity have been challenged by rapid globalisation, migration,
technological innovation, and cross-cultural connections; as a result, authors are now examining
how people manage their sense of self in varied social, political, and cultural contexts. Rather of
seeing identity as a static and unchanging idea, modern writers depict it as a fluid and ever-
changing construct impacted by variables including gender, race, ethnicity, country, language,
religion, socioeconomic status, and life events. Conflicts between cultures occur when people's
values, beliefs, traditions, and societal expectations disagree, which may lead to problems with
acceptance, self-definition, and belonging. In countries marked by diaspora, postcolonial
experiences, and multiculturalism, these topics take on added significance since people often
face marginalisation, prejudice, and alienation while navigating their numerous cultural
identities. The many ways authors portray these experiences via narrative styles, characters, and
cultural situations might be better understood by comparing a selection of modern English
literary works. The research emphasises how literature mirrors the struggles of resisting societal
preconceptions, adapting to new cultures, and forming one's own identity by analysing
similarities and variances among books. Further, it shows how literature can help people from
different backgrounds comprehend and empathise with one another and their experiences,
regardless of where they live or what language they speak. In addition, by comparing works, we
may better understand how different writers tackle global issues from their own historical and
cultural perspectives. By examining how ideas of cultural struggle and identity persist in shaping
literary tales in today's globally interconnected society, this research adds to our knowledge of

modern English literature.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Lestari, Chatarini (2025) The cultural identity of modern English literature and how young
readers understand it is the subject of this research. Twenty readers, ranging in age from eighteen
to twenty-two, were interviewed and data was culled from three modern novels using a mixed-
methods qualitative strategy that included narrative/textual analysis and reader response
techniques. The information was then analysed using theme coding and critical interpretation.
Young readers navigate these stories by drawing connections to their own experiences and social

environments, while texts build cultural identities via depictions of characters, symbolic places,
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and intercultural tensions, according to the research. Literary works, according to the study's
findings, serve as cultural representations and dialogical spaces where readers build meaning,
aiding in the process of cultural identity rebuilding. Both theoretically and practically, it
emphasises the importance of literature in education for promoting international understanding
and critical awareness, and it enhances conversations about cultural representation and reader
reaction.

Ali Abdulrahman, Muna (2024) The topics of belonging and self-discovery are examined in a
number of Ernest Hemingway's short tales in this comparative study. His studies of complex
human emotions and his frank prose have brought Hemingway great fame. The goal of this study
is to analyse how these ideas appear in his writings, focusing on the protagonists' struggles with
self-discovery and their desire for true belonging.This research focused on two short stories:
"The Old Man and the Sea" and "Hills Like White Elephants.” The tales' diverse characters and
settings allow for in-depth examination of the subjects. By reading and analysing Hemingway's
works closely, this research seeks to understand the characters' struggles with identity in light of
cultural heritage, personal history, and society norms. The concept of belonging is also explored
via the characters' interactions with each other and their surroundings. Consideration of
Hemingway's life and the ways in which they shaped his depictions of identity and belonging is
also included in this research. His personal ideas and experiences served as a wellspring of
inspiration for Hemingway's works. By analysing the similarities between Hemingway's real life
and his fictional works, this research provides a more thorough understanding of Hemingway's
perspective on these matters.

Saadoon, Ahmed & Benny, N (2024) Topics of war and reconciliation are investigated in this
study of modern play in both Iragi and English languages. Using a selection of plays from each
tradition, this article delves into the cultural, political, and historical settings that shape these
depictions of war and peace. This article contends that modern drama is an effective form of
creative expression that both mirrors and reacts to the intricacies of our real-life reality. Peace
and war are often shown as nebulous and hard to attain in English-language play. This paper's
plays explore a variety of problems, from interpersonal struggles to societal injustice and
political turmoil. Conflict in these plays is examined in this research, along with its sources,
impacts, resolutions, and perpetuation mechanisms. It is clear from weighing the pros and cons
of reaching a peace agreement how hard it is to resolve conflicts and how much of a toll they
take on people and communities. Even in the face of insurmountable odds, Iragi theatre

highlights the possibility of hope and reconciliation. This study looks at the plays to see how
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conflict starts, what happens throughout it, and how it ends, as well as how peace is gained or
lost. The relevance of Iraq's recent history of occupation and war, as well as the ongoing fight for
social justice and human rights, is highlighted when one examines the cultural, political, and
historical settings that impact the representation of conflict and peace in Iraqi theatre. In addition,
the article compares and contrasts how the two traditions approach issues of war and peace.
Dramas in lIragi and English both deal with the complexity of war and the challenges of
peacemaking, but they approach these themes in different ways. The cultural, political, and
historical settings that shape the two traditions' depictions of war and peace bring attention to the
variety and depth of modern drama.

Aslam, Imran (2022) This research uses Tahmima Anam's "A Golden Age" as a case study for
postcolonial experiences and the Bangladesh Liberation War to analyse cultural hybridity,
identity negotiation, and theme representations of resistance, belonging, and patriotism. This
study uses a textual analysis methodology to examine the novel's depiction of cultural identity,
character growth, and storytelling devices. Results from using Hybridity Theory (Bhabha, 1994)
to the study of postcolonial experiences and power dynamics are presented. The study found that
by analysing this data, we have a better grasp of the ways in which postcolonial persons' lives are
impacted by cultural hybridity and the negotiation of their identities. The study calls for further
investigation into postcolonial settings, cultural hybridity, resistance, resistance, belonging, and
patriotism, with an emphasis on "A Golden Age.” To further comprehend these topics, it
recommends comparing it to other postcolonial works, using interdisciplinary methods,

incorporating it into school curriculum, and giving a stronger voice to under-represented groups.

UNDERSTANDING CULTURAL CONFLICT IN LITERARY TEXTS

One of the most prominent topics in modern English literature is cultural conflict, which is a
reflection of the difficulties that could emerge when people or groups experience culturally
distinct norms, customs, assumptions, and expectations. Cultural conflict is shown in literary
works as an intricate and multi-dimensional phenomenon that influences one's sense of self,
interpersonal connections, and societal dynamics. Cultural conflict has become an important
issue for contemporary authors due to the increased frequency of cross-cultural interactions
brought about by migration, diversity, colonisation, and technological progress in today's more
globalised society. Literary works often depict individuals going through sentiments of
estrangement, dislocation, and identity crisis as they try to reconcile conventional cultural ideals
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with the requirements of evolving civilisations. Disagreements may arise between different
generations, different ethnicities, different religious groupings, or even just those trying to fit in
with a new culture. Isolation, bewilderment, prejudice, and the want for belonging are some of
the psychological and emotional fallouts of cultural struggle that are explored in modern English
literature. However, many literary works portray cultural conflict as a chance for individuals to
develop, find themselves, and gain international understanding. Literary devices including
symbolism, dialogue, characters, and numerous narrative viewpoints let writers show how
difficult it is to navigate many identities and the intricacies of cross-cultural interactions.
Literature as a whole and specific cultural conflicts within it show that despite differences in
time, place, and society, all cultural conflicts revolve around issues of power, identity,
acceptance, and resistance. Additionally, the writers delve at the ways in which socioeconomic
inequality, migration, globalisation, and colonial history have shaped cultural encounters and
conflicts. Literature promotes empathy and critical knowledge of cultural diversity and the
realities experienced by disadvantaged groups by exposing a variety of voices and points of
view. The study of cultural conflict in literary texts sheds light on the ever-changing connection
between culture and identity. It highlights the importance of seeing cultural differences not only
as barriers but also as chances for understanding, cooperation, and harmony in our globalised and

diverse society.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF SELECTED LITERARY WORKS

To better comprehend how modern English authors tackle the interrelated issues of cultural
struggle and identity in various social, historical, and cultural settings, it is helpful to compare
and contrast a number of literary works. Identity creation, migration, displacement, race,
ethnicity, gender, and belonging are similar themes in many literary works, despite the fact that
each work has distinct people and stories. It is clear from comparing these writings that identity
is not a static idea but rather a process influenced by one's upbringing, family history, and the
society in which they find themselves. Emotional and psychological tensions arise when
characters try to balance traditional ideals with new societal demands. Cultural conflict is often

seen as both a barrier and a chance for individual growth, as these analogies show.

Many modern writers portray the struggles of marginalised people, immigrants, and diasporic
groups as they navigate prejudice, discrimination, and social exclusion via the lens of different

cultural identities. Cultural variations impact interpersonal dynamics, familial dynamics, and
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personal goals, as these stories show. Some literature focuses on the anguish of cultural
estrangement and loss of heritage, while other literature emphasises the strength to adapt, the
formation of hybrid identities that include aspects of many cultures, and the perseverance to
overcome adversity. Contemporary English literature has striking similarities in its treatment of
identity, acceptance, and belonging, regardless of location or cultural background, according to

comparative studies.

The chosen literary works also vary in the ways they portray characters, use symbolism, and tell
stories. When writing about the inner lives of their heroes, some writers choose to utilise first-
person narration; when presenting other cultural opinions, they choose to use diverse
perspectives. Empathy, cultural memory, and the quest for identity are vividly depicted via
metaphors, repeating themes, and symbolic pictures. The intricate web of connections between
one's cultural background and one's sense of self is better grasped by use of these literary
methods.

In addition, while looking at different aspects of modern literature side by side, it becomes clear
that globalisation, colonial history, migration, and multicultural cultures have had a major impact
on the development of literary topics. Through the presentation of many perspectives and
experiences, authors question inflexible cultural borders and preconceptions. Recognising the
common human need for respect, acceptance, and a sense of belonging, their writings inspire
readers to value cultural variety. Thus, a study of modern English literature shows that cultural
conflict and identity are interrelated themes that have shaped and will continue to shape
literature. This study provides valuable insights into the complexities of human experience in a

multicultural and interconnected world.

CONCLUSION

The intricacies of modern society and the human experience may be better understood by
comparing and contrasting themes of cultural strife and identity in current English literature.
Cultural, linguistic, gender, migratory, religious, and global influences are some of the ways that
modern literary works depict identity as a fluid and changing idea. Writers show the difficulties
people have in seeking acceptance, belonging, and self-expression via various characters and
stories that deal with many identities. When local values collide with global influences, when
individual freedom clashes with community expectations, and when modernity clashes with

tradition, cultural conflict arises as a personal and societal problem. Through a comparative
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perspective, it becomes evident that writers from many cultural backgrounds and with varying
narrative styles all deal with the same overarching theme: how displacement, marginalisation,
prejudice, and cross-cultural encounters affect the process of identity creation. The literary canon
also includes works that highlight resiliency, flexibility, and the potential for cross-cultural
understanding and cooperation. Modern works of English literature challenge readers to examine
their own biases and prejudices, celebrate variety, and learn to empathise with others from all
walks of life. This research finds that in today's heterogeneous environment, topics of identity
and cultural conflict are interrelated and contribute to literary debate. Modern English literature
is rich with these topics because they are important for fostering diversity, tolerance, and
understanding in society as well as for stimulating critical thinking and intellectual curiosity.
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