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ABSTRACT 

The increasing demand for sustainable transportation and decentralized electrical power has encouraged 

the development of systems capable of recovering energy that is normally dissipated during vehicle 

operation. Moving vehicles continuously experience mechanical motion through wheel rotation, 

vibration, suspension displacement, braking, acceleration, and road-induced disturbances. Much of this 

mechanical energy is lost as heat, friction, damping, and vibration. This research proposes the design and 

optimization of an intelligent vehicle-mounted renewable energy recovery system that converts motion-

induced mechanical energy into useful electrical power. The proposed system integrates a mechanical 

energy conversion unit, an electromagnetic generator, power-conditioning electronics, an energy-storage 

device, sensors, and an intelligent control mechanism. The system continuously monitors operating 

parameters such as vehicle speed, generator output, voltage, current, temperature, and battery condition. 

Based on these parameters, the controller can regulate the energy conversion process to improve useful 

energy recovery while limiting unnecessary mechanical resistance. The generated electrical energy can be 

stored in a battery or supercapacitor and supplied to low-power applications such as sensors, monitoring 

devices, communication modules, and auxiliary lighting. The research emphasizes system architecture, 

intelligent control, optimization parameters, performance evaluation, practical applications, limitations, 

and future development. The proposed technology provides a potential approach for improving vehicle 

energy utilization and supporting sustainable transportation infrastructure. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The rapid development of transportation systems has increased the demand for energy while creating 

significant environmental and technological challenges. Conventional vehicles consume substantial 

energy to overcome aerodynamic drag, rolling resistance, road gradients, acceleration requirements, 

and mechanical losses. During operation, a considerable proportion of the energy supplied to a 

vehicle is ultimately dissipated rather than recovered. Braking converts kinetic energy into heat, 

suspension systems dissipate vibration through damping, and mechanical friction produces thermal 

losses. These processes provide opportunities for developing energy recovery technologies capable of 

converting a portion of otherwise wasted mechanical energy into useful electricity. 

 

The concept of energy harvesting has attracted considerable attention because it enables small 

amounts of energy to be obtained from naturally occurring or continuously available sources. Solar, 

wind, thermal, vibration, and mechanical motion are examples of potential harvesting sources. In 

transportation, mechanical motion is particularly attractive because vehicles operate through 

continuous or repeated movement. Wheel rotation, suspension displacement, braking, vibration, and 

other dynamic phenomena can potentially be coupled with energy-conversion mechanisms. Unlike 

conventional renewable-energy systems that depend on environmental conditions such as sunlight or 

wind, vehicle-mounted harvesters can operate whenever suitable vehicle motion is available.Kinetic 

energy provides a fundamental basis for vehicle energy recovery. A moving vehicle possesses 

mechanical energy associated with its motion, and the available kinetic energy depends on vehicle 

mass and velocity. However, practical energy recovery is always less than the theoretical energy 

available because conversion systems contain mechanical, electrical, magnetic, and thermal losses. In 

addition, harvesting energy from vehicle motion creates an opposing force or torque. Therefore, an 

effective system must be designed around the concept of net energy benefit.  

Regenerative braking is one of the most established examples of vehicle energy recovery. In electric 

and hybrid vehicles, the traction motor can operate as a generator during deceleration, converting part 

of the vehicle's kinetic energy into electrical energy. The recovered energy can then be stored in the 

battery and reused. Research on regenerative braking has demonstrated its potential to improve 

energy efficiency, but performance depends on driving conditions, battery state of charge, braking 
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strategy, motor characteristics, and control algorithms. These challenges highlight the importance of 

intelligent control in energy-recovery systems. 

Another important source of recoverable energy is vehicle suspension movement. Conventional 

dampers dissipate vibration energy as heat. Regenerative suspension systems attempt to replace some 

of this energy dissipation with electrical generation. Electromagnetic, hydraulic, and piezoelectric 

mechanisms have been investigated for this purpose. The energy available from suspension motion 

depends on road roughness, vehicle speed, suspension characteristics, vibration amplitude, and the 

design of the harvesting mechanism. Because these parameters change continuously, an intelligent 

control system can be useful for selecting suitable operating conditions. 

 

The term intelligent in the proposed system refers to the use of sensors, electronic control, data 

processing, and adaptive decision-making to improve energy recovery. Instead of allowing the 

generator to operate at a fixed condition, the system can monitor vehicle speed, generator speed, 

voltage, current, temperature, and energy-storage status. The controller can then modify the electrical 

load or converter operating point to maintain efficient operation. Such an approach can reduce 

unnecessary mechanical resistance and improve the quality of the harvested electrical output. 

 

The proposed vehicle-mounted system is intended primarily for low-power applications. It can 

potentially provide electricity for wireless sensors, environmental monitoring units, vehicle-condition 

sensors, communication devices, GPS-related auxiliary electronics, and LED indicators. Energy 

storage is important because vehicle motion is not constant. A battery or supercapacitor can 

accumulate harvested energy and provide power when the instantaneous generation rate is low. 

Optimization is another important component of the research. A well-designed system should 

optimize several variables simultaneously, including generator size, mechanical transmission ratio, 

operating speed, electrical load, converter efficiency, storage capacity, and control strategy. 

Maximizing instantaneous electrical power may not always maximize total useful energy because a 

higher extraction level can increase vehicle resistance. Therefore, optimization should focus on 

overall energy efficiency, reliability, cost, safety, and net energy recovery. 

The development of an intelligent vehicle-mounted renewable energy recovery system is therefore an 

interdisciplinary engineering problem involving mechanical design, electrical generation, power 

electronics, sensors, control engineering, energy storage, and vehicle dynamics. The present research 

focuses on the design and optimization of such a system, emphasizing its architecture, intelligent 
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operating strategy, performance evaluation, applications, limitations, and future scope. The study 

aims to provide a framework for converting motion-induced energy into useful electrical power while 

minimizing adverse effects on vehicle operation. 

II. DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE INTELLIGENT VEHICLE-MOUNTED ENERGY 

RECOVERY SYSTEM 

The proposed intelligent energy recovery system is designed as a modular vehicle-mounted platform 

capable of capturing mechanical motion and converting it into electrical power. The basic architecture 

consists of a mechanical motion capture mechanism, a transmission unit, an electromagnetic 

generator, power-conditioning electronics, an energy-storage unit, sensors, a microcontroller, and a 

low-power electrical load. The design is intended to accommodate different sources of vehicle 

motion, including wheel rotation, suspension displacement, vibration, and other mechanically 

accessible movements. 

The first subsystem is the mechanical energy capture unit. Depending on the vehicle and application, 

this unit may be connected to a rotating wheel or shaft, a suspension mechanism, or a controlled 

vibration source. A rotational configuration is relatively straightforward for laboratory development 

because a gear, pulley, or belt can transfer motion to a generator. A suspension-based arrangement 

may use a linear-to-rotary conversion mechanism, hydraulic transmission, or electromagnetic 

actuator-generator structure. The choice should be based on available motion, installation space, 

expected energy, mechanical reliability, and safety. 

The transmission system is responsible for matching the mechanical input to the operating 

requirements of the generator. If the mechanical source rotates at a relatively low speed, a step-up 

gear or pulley arrangement can increase generator speed. However, increasing the transmission ratio 

can also increase mechanical resistance and losses. Therefore, the transmission ratio should be 

optimized rather than simply maximized. Low-friction bearings, accurate shaft alignment, appropriate 

gear selection, and proper lubrication can help reduce mechanical losses. 

An electromagnetic generator forms the central electrical conversion unit. A permanent-magnet 

generator is suitable for many prototype applications because it can produce electrical energy without 

a separate excitation supply. The generator should be selected according to expected rotational speed, 

torque, voltage, current, efficiency, size, and thermal characteristics. Since vehicle speed is variable, 

the generator must perform over a range of operating conditions rather than at a single fixed speed. 
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The generated electrical power is processed through a power-conditioning circuit. Depending on 

generator type, the circuit may contain a rectifier, smoothing capacitor, DC-DC converter, voltage 

regulator, and protective devices. A variable generator output must be converted into a controlled 

voltage before it can be safely stored or supplied to an electrical load. The converter can also be 

controlled to regulate the electrical loading placed on the generator. This feature is important because 

generator loading affects both electrical output and mechanical resistance. 

Energy storage provides continuity between intermittent energy generation and electrical 

consumption. A rechargeable battery offers relatively high energy capacity, while a supercapacitor 

can accept rapid charge and discharge cycles and respond effectively to short-duration energy pulses. 

A hybrid storage arrangement can combine the advantages of both. The storage system should include 

appropriate charge control, voltage monitoring, temperature protection, and overcharge or over-

discharge protection. 

 

The intelligent control subsystem differentiates the proposed design from a simple mechanical 

generator. Sensors can continuously measure vehicle speed, generator speed, output voltage, output 

current, temperature, and battery state. The microcontroller processes these measurements and 

determines an appropriate operating condition for the power converter. If the system detects low 

mechanical input, it can reduce the electrical load on the generator. When sufficient motion is 

available, the controller can increase energy extraction within predefined limits. 

An optimization algorithm can be incorporated into the controller. One approach is to search for an 

operating point that provides maximum useful electrical power while keeping mechanical resistance 

within an acceptable range. Another approach is to use a predefined efficiency map based on vehicle 

speed and generator characteristics. More advanced systems could employ adaptive or machine-

learning-based control to predict the best harvesting condition from historical operating data. 

The system should be evaluated through a controlled experimental procedure. Initially, a laboratory 

motor or mechanical test rig can simulate vehicle motion. This allows the researchers to control speed 

and load accurately. After laboratory validation, the system can be installed in a suitable test vehicle 

under safe and controlled conditions. Measurements should include input speed, generator speed, 

voltage, current, electrical power, energy generated, storage voltage, temperature, and system 

efficiency. 
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III. OPTIMIZATION, PERFORMANCE EVALUATION, APPLICATIONS AND FUTURE 

SCOPE 

The optimization of an intelligent vehicle-mounted energy recovery system requires evaluation of 

both energy generation and the effect of energy extraction on vehicle operation. The central objective 

is to obtain the highest practical net energy benefit rather than simply the highest generator output. A 

system that produces large electrical power but creates excessive mechanical resistance may increase 

the vehicle's overall energy consumption. Therefore, optimization must consider mechanical input, 

electrical output, conversion losses, storage losses, system weight, cost, reliability, and safety. 

 

Vehicle speed is a major optimization variable. As vehicle speed changes, the mechanical input 

available to the harvesting mechanism changes. In a rotational system, the generator speed generally 

follows the mechanical transmission ratio. At low speed, the generator may operate below its efficient 

region and produce limited power. At higher speed, output may increase until electrical, thermal, 

mechanical, or generator limitations are reached. The intelligent controller can use speed 

measurements to adjust the electrical load and converter operating point according to the available 

mechanical energy. Mechanical transmission ratio should also be optimized. A higher gear ratio can 

increase generator speed, which may improve electrical generation at low vehicle speeds. However, 

higher ratios can increase mechanical losses and torque requirements. A variable or electronically 

controlled transmission may provide better adaptability, although it would increase system 

complexity. For a practical low-cost system, an appropriately selected fixed ratio combined with 

intelligent electrical control may provide a useful compromise. 

he energy-storage system must also be optimized. If the storage capacity is too small, excess 

harvested energy may be unavailable for use. If the storage capacity is excessively large, system 

weight and cost increase. Battery and supercapacitor characteristics should therefore be matched to 

the expected energy profile. A supercapacitor can handle short bursts of energy, while a battery can 

store energy for longer-duration use. A hybrid storage system may improve overall performance. 

Performance evaluation should include electrical power, total energy harvested, conversion 

efficiency, temperature, mechanical resistance, storage performance, and reliability. Repeated 

experiments at different speeds and loads should be performed. Statistical analysis can be used to 

identify trends and determine whether observed changes are significant. The system should also be 

tested under different road and driving conditions because real-world operation is not constant. 
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The proposed intelligent system has several potential applications. One major application is powering 

vehicle-mounted sensors. Sensors for temperature, vibration, tire condition, environmental quality, 

and mechanical health generally require relatively low power and can operate intermittently. 

Harvested energy can potentially reduce dependence on separate batteries and make distributed 

sensing systems more sustainable. Another application is intelligent transportation infrastructure. 

Energy harvesting devices associated with vehicles could potentially support road-condition sensors, 

traffic monitoring systems, wireless communication nodes, and localized warning devices. Because 

the energy source is associated with passing or moving vehicles, such systems could potentially 

operate in locations where grid connection is difficult. 

The system may also be used for auxiliary vehicle electronics. Low-power indicators, monitoring 

displays, communication modules, and other non-critical devices could potentially be supported by 

stored harvested energy. However, essential safety systems should not depend on an experimental 

harvesting mechanism unless it has undergone extensive reliability and safety validation. The 

proposed technology has educational and research applications as well. A prototype can demonstrate 

electromagnetic induction, kinetic energy conversion, mechanical transmission, power electronics, 

sensor integration, energy storage, and intelligent control. It can provide a practical platform for 

students and researchers to study the relationship between vehicle dynamics and energy recovery. 

Several limitations remain. The amount of recoverable energy varies with vehicle speed, road 

conditions, driving behavior, and harvesting location. Mechanical coupling may increase resistance 

and wear. The additional generator, transmission, sensors, controller, and storage device add weight 

and cost. Environmental exposure to dust, water, vibration, and temperature can affect reliability. 

Installation may also be difficult in existing vehicles because available space and mechanical access 

are limited. Future research should investigate hybrid harvesting systems that combine multiple 

motion sources. Wheel rotation, braking, suspension movement, vibration, and other mechanical 

sources could be connected to a common energy-management system. Intelligent control could 

determine which source should be prioritized under particular operating conditions. Advanced 

adaptive algorithms could learn from driving patterns and predict periods of high harvesting potential. 

The use of IoT technology is another important future direction. Real-time data could be transmitted 

to a monitoring platform, allowing researchers to observe harvested energy, system efficiency, battery 

condition, temperature, and mechanical performance. Machine-learning methods could be 

investigated for predictive optimization, fault detection, and adaptive energy management. Further 
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research should also focus on lightweight generators, high-efficiency power converters, low-friction 

mechanical components, advanced energy-storage technologies, and durable protective structures. 

Economic analysis should accompany technical evaluation to determine whether the energy recovered 

justifies the cost and complexity of installation. 

Overall, optimization should be based on a multi-objective framework. Electrical output, net energy 

recovery, vehicle resistance, efficiency, cost, weight, reliability, and safety should all be considered. 

Such an approach can help transform vehicle-mounted kinetic energy recovery from a laboratory 

concept into a practical component of sustainable and intelligent transportation systems. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

The design and optimization of an intelligent vehicle-mounted renewable energy recovery system 

using motion-induced power generation offers a promising approach for improving energy utilization 

in transportation. Vehicles continuously experience mechanical motion through wheel rotation, 

suspension movement, vibration, acceleration, and braking. Although much of this energy is normally 

dissipated, a portion can potentially be captured and converted into useful electrical power through 

appropriately designed energy-harvesting mechanisms. 

The proposed system combines a mechanical energy capture unit, transmission mechanism, 

electromagnetic generator, power-conditioning circuit, energy-storage device, sensors, and intelligent 

controller. The mechanical motion is transferred to the generator, where it is converted into electrical 

energy. The generated output is then conditioned and stored before being supplied to appropriate low-

power applications. Sensors provide information about vehicle speed, generator operation, voltage, 

current, temperature, and storage condition, enabling the controller to adapt the harvesting process to 

changing operating conditions.The intelligent aspect of the system is particularly important because 

vehicle motion is highly variable. A fixed harvesting strategy may perform well under one operating 

condition but poorly under another. By continuously monitoring system parameters and adjusting the 

electrical load or converter operating point, an intelligent controller can improve useful energy 

recovery and reduce unnecessary mechanical resistance. Optimization should therefore focus on net 

energy benefit rather than instantaneous electrical output alone.The performance of the proposed 

system depends on several factors, including vehicle speed, generator characteristics, transmission 

ratio, electrical load, converter efficiency, storage technology, and road conditions. Experimental 

evaluation should include measurements of voltage, current, generator speed, electrical power, 

harvested energy, temperature, and mechanical input. Laboratory testing using a controlled 

mailto:editor.jrla24@gmail.com


JRLA, 2(1), March 2025: 1358- 1367                                               Online ISSN: 3048-667X 
 
 

E-mail: editor.jrla24@gmail.com                                                                                                               1366 

 

mechanical test rig should precede carefully controlled vehicle trials. Actual measurements are 

necessary because theoretical or assumed output values may differ considerably from practical 

performance. 

Potential applications include powering vehicle-mounted sensors, monitoring devices, wireless 

communication systems, environmental sensors, auxiliary lighting, and intelligent transportation 

infrastructure. These applications are particularly suitable because they generally require lower power 

than vehicle propulsion systems. Harvested energy could reduce dependence on conventional 

batteries or external power supplies for selected devices and could support the development of 

distributed smart transportation systems 
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