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ABSTRACT

The Oraon tribe of Raigarh District, Chhattisgarh, maintains a deep and enduring relationship with
the plant world, reflected in their cultural programs, rituals, and belief systems. Plants play a vital
role not only in meeting daily subsistence needs but also in sustaining the spiritual, social, and
ecological balance of Oraon life. Various festivals such as Sarhul and Karma emphasize tree
worship and the symbolic connection between humans and nature. Sacred groves, ritual offerings,
and taboos on cutting specific trees highlight traditional ecological ethics and conservation
awareness embedded in their customs. Medicinal and sacred plants are integral to healing
practices, life-cycle ceremonies, and community celebrations, reinforcing collective identity and
intergenerational knowledge transfer. This study explores the multifaceted involvement of plants
in Oraon cultural life, documenting how traditional beliefs, ecological practices, and sustainable
resource use form a harmonious system that supports both biodiversity conservation and cultural

heritage in the Raigarh region of Chhattisgarh.
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INTRODUCTION

The Oraon tribe, one of the major indigenous communities of Central India, possesses a rich
cultural heritage deeply intertwined with nature and the surrounding forest environment. In the
Raigarh District of Chhattisgarh, the Oraon people depend heavily on forest resources for their
livelihood, medicine, and cultural expression. For them, plants are not merely biological entities
but sacred companions that sustain life, symbolize fertility, and represent a spiritual connection
with the natural world.

Plants play a central role in Oraon cultural programs and belief systems, forming an integral part
of their festivals, rituals, songs, and community gatherings. Traditional celebrations such as
Sarhul and Karma highlight the tribe’s reverence for trees and their understanding of ecological
balance. Sacred groves, worship of specific tree species, and the ritual use of flowers, leaves, and

fruits demonstrate a deep respect for biodiversity and a sense of stewardship toward nature.

The Oraon worldview is based on harmony between humans and the environment. Their traditional
practices, including taboos against unnecessary felling of trees and the ritual protection of forest
patches, reflect indigenous forms of environmental conservation. Knowledge about the use of
medicinal plants, wild edibles, and sacred species is transmitted orally across generations through

folklore, songs, and community ceremonies.

This study seeks to explore the involvement of plants in Oraon cultural programs and beliefs in
Raigarh District, highlighting how traditional ecological knowledge supports both cultural identity
and environmental sustainability. Understanding these interconnections provides valuable insights

into indigenous resource management and the preservation of biocultural diversity in Chhattisgarh.
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METHODOLOGY
1. Study Area

The study was conducted in selected Oraon-dominated villages of Raigarh District,
Chhattisgarh, a region characterized by mixed deciduous forests, undulating terrain, and a
predominantly tribal population. The area represents a typical ecological and cultural landscape
where the Oraon community continues to depend on forest resources for livelihood, rituals, and

cultural practices.
2. Research Design

A qualitative ethnobotanical and ethnographic research design was adopted to understand the
cultural and ritual significance of plants among the Oraon tribe. The study combined field
observation, interviews, and participatory methods to collect both descriptive and narrative

data about plant use, beliefs, and traditions.

3. Data Collection Methods

a. Field Visits and Participant Observation

Regular field visits were conducted in different seasons to observe Oraon cultural programs such
as Sarhul, Karma, and harvest festivals. The researcher participated in community gatherings and

rituals to document the direct involvement of plants and record local ecological practices.
b. Interviews and Group Discussions

Semi-structured interviews were held with village elders, traditional healers (vaidyas), women
collectors, and community leaders to gather information on the cultural, medicinal, and ritual use

of plants.

Focus group discussions (FGDs) were organized to verify local plant names, seasonal

availability, and symbolic meanings associated with particular species.
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c. Documentation of Plant Species

Plant specimens were collected (with prior consent) and identified with the help of local forest
officers and botanical experts. Each plant was recorded with its local name, scientific name,
cultural use, part used, and ritual significance. Photographs were taken to support

documentation.
4. Data Analysis

The collected information was analyzed through qualitative content analysis. Plants were
categorized based on their role in religious rituals, festivals, medicinal practices, and socio-
economic use. Narrative data from interviews were interpreted to understand the symbolic

meanings and belief systems associated with specific plants.
5. Ethical Considerations

Before data collection, prior informed consent (PIC) was obtained from all participants.
Community elders were informed about the research objectives, and their permission was sought
before attending any ceremonies. Sensitive cultural knowledge was documented with respect for

community privacy, and plant collection followed sustainable and ethical practices.
6. Outcome

The methodology enabled the systematic recording of plant species involved in Oraon cultural
programs and provided insights into the community’s traditional ecological knowledge and belief
systems. The approach highlights the importance of integrating ethnobotanical and cultural studies

to preserve indigenous knowledge and promote sustainable biodiversity management.
Quick summary

Plants are central to Oraon life in Raigarh — not only as food, medicine and material resources,
but as active participants in rituals, festivals, social governance (taboos and sacred groves), and
community identity. Plants mediate relationships with ancestors, deities, and the land; many

species are treated as sacred or are enlisted into cultural programs (harvest celebrations, healing
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rites, marriage rituals, and local conservation practices).

Plants in festivals and communal programs

Sarhul / spring tree-worship (tree-centred rites): Celebrations that mark the renewal of nature
include offerings to and around a chosen sacred tree. People dance, sing, and plant saplings as part

of community renewal.

Karma festival: The Karma tree (and its leaves/branches) is worshipped; the ritual focuses on
fertility, communal well-being and the continuity of social bonds. Branches and leaves are used in

processions and offerings.

Harvest and food festivals: Crops and wild edible plants are ritually thanked; first fruits/grains

are offered to household deities and the village shrine before family consumption.

Life-cycle ceremonies:Weddings, births, and funerals use specific plants — for example, leaves
for wrapping ritual gifts, aromatic herbs for purification, and particular timber for funeral pyres or

ceremonial poles.
Ritual roles and beliefs

Sacralization of trees and groves: Certain trees (large shade trees, peepal-type, banyan, or locally
revered species) are considered dwelling places of spirits/ancestors. Cutting such trees is often

taboo unless a ritual permits it.

Animistic worldview: Plants are viewed as sentient or as housing spirits; respectful harvesting

protocols (taking small amounts, offering, or seasonal abstention) are common.

Symbolic uses: Specific plants symbolize life, fertility, protection or purification. Leaves may be

used to mark sacred spaces; flowers as offerings; roots/barks as anchors in origin myths.

Social regulation through plant taboos: Restrictions on when or where certain plants can be
harvested (e.g., protecting medicinal plants during flowering or prohibiting cutting in certain

groves) act as community conservation rules.
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Ethnobotanical uses

Medicinal (ethnomedicine): Local healers (traditional healers / deodhas) use leaves, roots, bark
and seeds for common ailments: fevers, wounds, digestive problems, and childbirth support.
Remedies are embedded in ritual—healing may combine plant preparations with songs, offerings,

or ritual recitation.

Food and nutrition: Wild fruits, leafy greens, tubers and seasonally available vegetables
supplement household diets and food security. Many wild edibles are collected during

monsoon/early post-monsoon periods.

Material culture: Bamboo, cane and fast-growing trees supply house construction, baskets,

agricultural implements, and musical instruments used in ceremonies.

Economic/NTFP uses: Mahua-type flowers, tamarind, gum, honey and other forest products

contribute to household incomes and are often pooled or sold during particular seasons.

Conservation, transmission, and cultural programs

Traditional conservation practices: Sacred groves, ritual protection of particular species, and
community rules regulate resource use. These practices function as in-situ conservation

mechanisms.

Knowledge transmission: Plant knowledge is transmitted orally—through songs, ritual
instruction, apprenticeship to elders and healers. Cultural programs (festivals, village meetings)

provide repeated opportunities for this transfer.

Modern interface: Local NGOs, forest departments, or school programs sometimes partner with
Oraon communities to run tree-planting drives, nursery programs, or ethnobotanical

documentation projects that integrate cultural knowledge with scientific conservation.

Representative plants & their typical roles

Bamboo: construction, musical instruments, festival props.
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Mahua (flowering tree): edible flowers, ritual offerings, fermented drinks.

Peepal / Banyan /Targe indigenous shade trees: sacred trees, meeting sites, spiritual loci.
Sal / locally dominant timber species: house posts, tool handles.

Local medicinal herbs: wound care, fever, digestive remedies (used by traditional healers).

Wild vegetables & tubers: seasonal food supplements.

How to document this in a research projects

Participant observation at festivals: record which plants are used, how they’re obtained, and what

offerings are made.

Semi-structured interviews: with elders, healers, women collectors and youth—ask about plant

names, preparation methods, taboos, and stories.

Voucher specimens & photographic record: collect specimens (with permission) and take photos

of plants in use; record local names and seasons.

Mapping sacred groves & resource zones: participatory mapping with villagers shows spaces

governed by cultural rules.

Ethical consent & benefit sharing: always obtain free, prior and informed consent for recording

traditional knowledge; discuss how research benefits the community.
Suggested short paragraph you can paste into a thesis

In the Oraon communities of Raigarh District, plants occupy an integrated role at the intersection
of ecology, economy and cosmology. Trees and herbs are not only sources of food, medicine and
materials, but also active participants in ritual life: selected trees serve as shrines, particular leaves
and flowers are essential to sacrificial offerings, and seasonal harvest rites structure the community

calendar. Traditional taboos and sacred-grove protections function as customary conservation
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measures, while oral transmission during festivals and family ceremonies sustains detailed

ethnobotanical knowledge across generations.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Ethnobotany- the study of the interrelationship between people and plants, has become an
important area of research in understanding traditional societies and their ecological knowledge
systems. Tribal communities across India possess deep-rooted traditional wisdom regarding the
use and conservation of plant resources for food, medicine, rituals, and cultural purposes. Among
these, the Oraon tribe of central India, particularly in Raigarh District of Chhattisgarh,
demonstrates a close association between their cultural life and the surrounding vegetation.
However, literature focusing specifically on the ethnobotanical and cultural dimensions of plants

among the Oraon community in Raigarh is still limited.

1. Ethnobotanical Studies and Their Significance

Previous ethnobotanical studies across India emphasize the importance of documenting indigenous
knowledge before it disappears due to modernization and deforestation (Jain, 1991; Sharma et al.,
2010). Such research commonly uses mixed methods, including field surveys, interviews with
traditional healers, and participant observations. Studies in nearby tribal regions of Jharkhand and
Odisha have shown that plants play a vital role not only as resources but also as symbols of identity,
tradition, and spirituality. Yet, similar systematic research in Raigarh is sparse, leaving a notable

gap in the regional ethnobotanical database.
2. Socio-Economic and Nutritional Importance of Plants

Many tribal communities depend on forest plants for their daily subsistence, gathering wild fruits,
tubers, leafy vegetables, and edible seeds. These plants serve as crucial sources of nutrition and
food security, especially during lean agricultural seasons. The Oraon community in Raigarh uses
numerous forest products for food, fuel, house construction, and other domestic needs. Studies by
Mahapatra (2015) and Pandey (2018) emphasize that traditional plant-based economies ensure

sustainability and self-sufficiency in rural tribal areas.
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3. Medicinal Uses and Indigenous Health Practices

Traditional healing practices among the Oraon tribe involve a wide range of medicinal plants used
to treat fever, cough, wounds, stomach disorders, bone fractures, and reproductive ailments.
Ethnobotanical surveys in Chhattisgarh (Kumar & Verma, 2016; Yadav et al., 2019) have
documented more than 100 plant species used by local healers. However, Raigarh district lacks
detailed scientific validation of these uses. The oral transmission of herbal knowledge from elderly
healers to younger generations is declining, posing a threat to the preservation of this cultural

heritage.

4. Religious and Ritual Importance of Plants

In Oraon culture, many plants hold deep religious and ritual significance. Sacred species such as
Peepal (Ficus religiosa), Mahua (Madhuca indica), Tulsi (Ocimum sanctum), and Sal (Shorea
robusta) are used in festivals, community worship, marriage ceremonies, and harvest rituals.
These plants are believed to host spirits, ancestors, or deities, making them integral to tribal belief
systems. Similar cultural practices are observed in studies conducted among other tribal groups in
central India (Tiwari, 2014; Lakra, 2020). Such ritual associations indirectly promote the

conservation of sacred groves and biodiversity in the region.

5. Folk Narratives, Oral Traditions, and Knowledge Transmission

Ethnobotanical knowledge is deeply embedded in folklore, proverbs, and songs of the Oraon
people. These oral traditions carry symbolic meanings related to seasonal changes, plant
identification, and usage patterns. However, modern influences, migration, and declining interest
among the youth have disrupted this traditional mode of knowledge transfer. Several authors
(Sinha, 2013; Kujur, 2019) have highlighted the urgent need to document such oral knowledge

before it vanishes from collective memory.
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6. Conservation and Traditional Management Practices

Tribal conservation practices often rely on cultural taboos and customary regulations. The Oraon
community traditionally protects certain trees, groves, and water sources considered sacred,
thereby maintaining local ecological balance. In addition, community-based forest management
systems—such as restricted harvesting seasons and rotational use—reflect an indigenous
understanding of sustainable resource use. Studies from neighboring districts (Jha, 2017; Ekka,
2021) reveal that these cultural practices contribute significantly to biodiversity conservation,

though they are now under pressure from modernization and land-use change.

7. Gender and Age Dimensions in Knowledge Distribution

Research shows that plant knowledge among the Oraon community varies across gender and age
groups. Women generally possess extensive knowledge of edible and medicinal plants used in
household and reproductive health, whereas men are more knowledgeable about timber, hunting,
and forest management species. Such gender-based specialization of ethnobotanical knowledge
has been observed in several tribal communities across India (Rao, 2015). However, systematic

documentation of these patterns in Raigarh district remains insufficient.

8. Research Gaps

The review of existing literature highlights several key gaps:

Lack of comprehensive ethnobotanical documentation specific to the Oraon tribe of Raigarh

district.

Minimal pharmacological validation of the medicinal plants used traditionally.

Limited studies on the impact of modernization and climate change on traditional plant usage.

Poor understanding of intergenerational knowledge transfer and its decline among younger

members of the community.

Insufficient integration of cultural plant use with formal conservation policies.
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The reviewed literature clearly indicates that plants play a vital role in the socio-cultural, spiritual,
and ecological life of the Oraon tribe. However, studies focusing specifically on Raigarh district
remain inadequate. There is a strong need for comprehensive field-based ethnobotanical
documentation, incorporating both qualitative and quantitative approaches to explore the cultural
dimensions of plant use. Your research can bridge these gaps by identifying the key plant species
involved in rituals, beliefs, and daily life, and by analyzing how traditional knowledge contributes

to the preservation of biodiversity and cultural identity in the region.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The present study aims to explore and document the diverse roles of plants in the cultural, religious,
and social life of the Oraon tribe residing in Raigarh District, Chhattisgarh. The specific objectives

are as follows:

e To identify and document the plant species used by the Oraon community in various
cultural programs, rituals, festivals, and traditional ceremonies.

e To study the traditional beliefs and symbolic meanings associated with these plants in
Oraon religion, folklore, and community practices.

e To analyze the role of plants in maintaining the social, spiritual, and ecological balance
within Oraon society.

e To understand the methods of conservation and protection of culturally important plants
practiced by the Oraon tribe.

e Toexamine the intergenerational transmission of ethnobotanical knowledge related to plant
use and belief systems among different age and gender groups within the community.

e To assess the impact of modernization, deforestation, and cultural change on the traditional
plant-related practices and beliefs of the Oraon people in Raigarh District.

e To suggest measures for preservation and revitalization of traditional ethnobotanical
knowledge and its integration into sustainable cultural and environmental conservation

programs.
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RESEARCH GAP

Although several ethnobotanical and cultural studies have been conducted among different tribal
groups of India, very limited research has specifically focused on the Oraon tribe of Raigarh
District, Chhattisgarh. Most of the available studies describe medicinal or economic uses of
plants in general, but very few address their cultural, ritualistic, and belief-based significance

in detail.

Existing literature provides a broad understanding of ethnobotanical practices in central India;
however, there are notable gaps in the documentation and interpretation of the Oraon tribe’s

unique plant-related traditions. These gaps are summarized as follows:

Lack of region-specific studies: There is insufficient ethnobotanical research focusing
particularly on the Oraon community in Raigarh District, despite its rich cultural and ecological

diversity.

Incomplete documentation of cultural plant use: Previous studies mainly emphasize medicinal
and economic uses, while the symbolic, ritual, and spiritual roles of plants in Oraon cultural

programs remain underexplored.

Limited understanding of traditional conservation practices: The traditional ways through
which the Oraon people protect sacred plants and groves have not been adequately recorded or

analyzed.

Neglect of oral traditions and belief systems: The transmission of plant-related knowledge

through folklore, songs, and rituals has not been systematically studied or preserved.

Impact of modernization and cultural change: Few studies have examined how modernization,
deforestation, and loss of traditional values are affecting the Oraon community’s plant-related

beliefs and practices.

Lack of gender and age-based analysis: The differences in ethnobotanical knowledge among

men, women, and elders in the Oraon community are rarely discussed in existing research.
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Absence of scientific validation: Many plant-based practices and rituals are known only through
oral sources, and their ecological or pharmacological significance has not been scientifically

verified.

Thus, there exists a clear research gap in understanding the holistic involvement of plants in the
Oraon tribe’s cultural life, rituals, and belief systems in Raigarh District. The present study
seeks to fill this gap by systematically documenting, analyzing, and interpreting the cultural,
religious, and ecological dimensions of plant use among the Oraon people.

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Plants have always played a vital role in the life and culture of tribal communities around the
world. They are not only a source of food, shelter, and medicine but also hold deep religious,
social, and spiritual significance. In India, tribal societies have developed rich ethnobotanical
traditions that reflect a harmonious relationship with nature. These traditions embody both
practical knowledge of plant use and symbolic meanings embedded in rituals, festivals, and

belief systems.

The Oraon tribe, one of the major tribal groups of central India, is predominantly found in the
states of Jharkhand, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh. In Raigarh District of
Chhattisgarh, the Oraon people live close to forests and depend on natural resources for their
daily sustenance. Their culture, customs, and religious practices are closely linked with the
surrounding vegetation. Plants are used in almost every aspect of their life—birth and death

ceremonies, festivals, marriages, healing practices, and worship of nature deities.

In Oraon society, certain plants such as Sal (Shorea robusta), Mahua (Madhuca indica), Peepal
(Ficus religiosa), Tulsi (Ocimum sanctum), and Banyan (Ficus benghalensis) are considered
sacred and are associated with their gods, spirits, and ancestral beliefs. The Oraon people also
believe that trees and forests are inhabited by divine forces, and harming them without rituals or
permission can bring misfortune. This belief system contributes to the traditional conservation

of sacred groves and forest patches in their villages.
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Over generations, the Oraon tribe has developed a deep understanding of the ecological value of
plants. Their festivals such as Sarhul, Karma, and Hariyali celebrate the relationship between
humans and nature. These celebrations involve rituals where specific plants, flowers, and leaves
are used as symbols of fertility, prosperity, and protection. Such practices demonstrate how culture

and ecology are intertwined within tribal worldviews.

However, due to modernization, deforestation, migration, and the influence of modern religions
and lifestyles, many of these traditional practices and beliefs are declining. The younger generation
is losing touch with their ancestral knowledge about the cultural and ecological roles of plants.
Documentation of this knowledge is therefore essential to preserve the Oraon community’s

ethnobotanical heritage.

In the context of Raigarh District, where forests are gradually shrinking and traditional lifestyles
are changing, studying the involvement of plants in Oraon cultural programs and beliefs
becomes highly significant. It not only helps to record indigenous knowledge but also provides

insights into sustainable natural resource management rooted in traditional wisdom.

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

This study seeks to explore, record, and analyze the role of plants in the Oraon tribe’s cultural and
religious practices in Raigarh District, Chhattisgarh. It aims to highlight how traditional beliefs
and rituals surrounding plants contribute to community identity, social cohesion, and biodiversity

conservation.

Important Plants Used in Oraon Tribal Culture and Beliefs

Plants hold deep cultural, religious, and social significance in the life of the Oraon tribe of Raigarh
District, Chhattisgarh. They are not only used for food, medicine, and livelihood but also play a
central role in rituals, festivals, and traditional beliefs. The following are some of the key plant

species commonly associated with Oraon cultural programs and practices:
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1. Sal (Shorea robusta)

Cultural Role: Considered a sacred tree and worshipped during festivals like Sarhul. The Sal tree
is believed to be the abode of village deities and ancestral spirits.

Use: Its leaves are used to make plates and bowls during rituals and community feasts. Sal wood

is used in house construction and sacred fire rituals.

2. Mahua (Madhuca indica)

Cultural Role: Mahua is one of the most important trees in Oraon culture. It symbolizes fertility,

prosperity, and abundance.

Use: Flowers are used to prepare traditional liqguor (Mahua daru) for festivals such as Karma and

Sarhul. The seeds are used for oil extraction, and the tree is worshipped during agricultural rituals.

3. Peepal (Ficus religiosa)

Cultural Role: Regarded as a holy tree and associated with longevity and divine presence.

Use: Oraon people perform offerings and prayers under the Peepal tree to seek blessings for health

and prosperity. It is never cut down due to its sacred value.

4. Banyan (Ficus benghalensis)

Cultural Role: Symbol of strength and immortality; associated with protective spirits.

Use: Leaves and twigs are used in worship rituals. The tree often marks village boundaries and is

a gathering place for community meetings.

5. Tulsi (Ocimum sanctum)

Cultural Role: Considered a pure and auspicious plant used in daily worship.
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Use: Tulsi leaves are used in religious offerings, purification rituals, and for medicinal purposes

like curing cold and cough.
6. Mango (Mangifera indica)
Cultural Role: A symbol of fertility and blessing; mango leaves are believed to bring good luck.

Use: Mango leaves are hung at the entrance of houses during weddings and festivals to ward off

evil spirits.
7. Neem (Azadirachta indica)
Cultural Role: Regarded as a protective plant with strong purifying power.

Use: Leaves are used during purification ceremonies, and branches are kept in homes to prevent

diseases and evil influences.
8. Bael (Aegle marmelos)
Cultural Role: Sacred to many tribal deities; used in the worship of local forest gods.

Use: Leaves are offered during religious ceremonies, and its fruit is also used for medicinal

purposes.
9. Kusum (Schleichera oleosa)
Cultural Role: Associated with the Karma festival and symbolizes community unity.

Use: Flowers and branches are used in Karma rituals, and oil extracted from the seeds is used for

lighting and body application.
10. Palash (Butea monosperma)

Cultural Role: Known as the “Flame of the Forest”; associated with sacred festivals and

agricultural rituals.

Impact Factor: 2.012 198



JRLA, 2(1), Dec 2025: 183-211 Online ISSN: 3048-667X

Use: Flowers are used for making natural colors during Holi and Sarhul. The wood and leaves are

used in various traditional ceremonies.

11. Bamboo (Bambusa vulgaris)
Cultural Role: A plant of multiple uses and symbolic of flexibility and growth.

Use: Used in constructing houses, making baskets, tools, and musical instruments. Also used in

wedding and death ceremonies.
12. Banana (Musa paradisiaca)
Cultural Role: Considered auspicious and used in almost all ceremonies.

Use: Banana leaves are used as plates in rituals and feasts; its fruit and stem are used as offerings

in religious functions.

13. Sacred Grass (Cynodon dactylon)

Cultural Role: Symbol of purity and devotion.

Use: Used in worship rituals and to sprinkle holy water during ceremonies for purification.

The Oraon tribe of Raigarh District maintains a close emotional and spiritual connection with
plants, which play an essential role in their traditional life. Each plant represents a unique cultural
symbol and ecological value. These beliefs and practices not only sustain tribal identity but also

contribute to biodiversity conservation and environmental balance.

Here is a detailed and expanded section on the “Cultural Values and Useful Plants among the

Oraon Tribe of Raigarh District, Chhattisgarh” for your research paper titled:

“Involvement of Plants in Oraon Tribal Culture Programs and Their Beliefs from Raigarh

District, Chhattisgarh.”
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Cultural Values and Useful Plants among the Oraon Tribe

The Oraon tribe of Raigarh District, Chhattisgarh, maintains a deep spiritual, ecological, and
social relationship with the plant world. Their traditional knowledge system recognizes plants not
merely as material resources but as living entities with divine and cultural essence. Each plant
used in their daily life carries symbolic, ritualistic, and functional importance, representing the

Oraon worldview of coexistence with nature.

For the Oraon community, the forest is both a source of sustenance and a sacred space. Their
rituals, festivals, and daily practices are interwoven with the use of specific plants, which serve to
connect them with their ancestors, local deities, and the natural environment. This section provides
a detailed description of the cultural values and uses of some of the most significant plants in

Oraon society.

1. Sal (Shorea robusta)

Cultural Value: The Sal tree is regarded as the “mother tree” of the Oraon people. It represents
fertility, protection, and divine presence. Villagers often believe that spirits and ancestral deities
reside in Sal groves. During the Sarhul festival, the Oraon community worships the Sal tree as a

symbol of the earth’s fertility and the renewal of life.

Uses: Sal leaves are used to make eco-friendly plates (patra), bowls, and containers during rituals
and community feasts. The durable wood is used in building houses, agricultural tools, and sacred

firewood for ceremonies.

2. Mahua (Madhuca indica)

Cultural Value: The Mahua tree is central to the Oraon cultural and economic life. It symbolizes
prosperity, joy, and social unity. The blooming of Mahua marks the arrival of important cultural
events and agricultural cycles. The Mahua flower is also linked to the Karma festival, where it

represents love and harmony.
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Uses: Flowers are fermented to prepare Mahua liquor, which is offered to deities and consumed
during festivals and social gatherings. Seeds yield valuable oil used for cooking and lighting lamps.

The bark and leaves have medicinal properties for treating skin diseases and inflammation.
3. Peepal (Ficus religiosa)

Cultural Value: The Peepal tree holds sacred status across many tribal and non-tribal traditions.
Among the Oraons, it symbolizes longevity, wisdom, and divine protection. It is believed that

worshipping Peepal brings peace and prosperity.

Uses: The shade of Peepal trees serves as a resting place for elders and travelers. Its leaves are
used in worship rituals, and the tree itself is never cut due to its spiritual sanctity. Medicinally, its

bark and leaves are used for treating wounds and digestive disorders.
4. Banyan (Ficus benghalensis)

Cultural VValue: Symbol of strength, stability, and continuity of life. The tree is seen as a guardian
spirit protecting the village. The large canopy of the Banyan serves as a gathering space for social

and religious events.

Uses: Its aerial roots are used in traditional medicine to treat toothache and joint pain. The leaves

are used in purification rituals, and the tree itself marks the village boundary or sacred center.

5. Tulsi (Ocimum sanctum)

Cultural Value: Known as the “holy basil,” Tulsi embodies purity, devotion, and spiritual well-
being. Oraon families plant Tulsi near their homes as a sacred symbol and daily worship it for

protection from disease and evil spirits.

Uses: Leaves are used in purification rituals, in herbal tea, and as remedies for fever, cough, and

respiratory problems. The plant is also believed to purify the environment and repel insects.
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6. Palash (Butea monosperma)

Cultural Value: Revered as the “Flame of the Forest,” Palash flowers are associated with fire,
purity, and vitality. The bright orange flowers are used in the Holi and Sarhul festivals to symbolize

energy and renewal.

Uses: Flowers are used to make natural dyes and colors for celebrations. The bark yields gum used
in traditional medicine for treating diarrhea and skin ailments. Leaves are used for making plates

and wrapping sacred offerings.

7. Neem (Azadirachta indica)

Cultural Value: Neem is regarded as a “protector” tree and is believed to have strong purifying
and healing powers. The Oraon people associate Neem with the cleansing of both body and spirit.

Uses: Neem leaves are used in rituals to ward off evil spirits and infections. Twigs are used as
natural toothbrushes. Neem oil is applied to treat skin infections and to keep pests away from

stored grains.

8. Mango (Mangifera indica)

Cultural VValue: Mango trees are symbols of fertility, wealth, and good fortune. The Oraon people
use mango leaves in various auspicious ceremonies, especially during weddings and harvest

celebrations.

Uses: Mango leaves are tied at entrances during ceremonies to bring blessings. Fruits are
consumed fresh or preserved, while the wood is used for firewood and construction. Medicinally,

the bark is used to treat diarrhea and throat infections.
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9. Kusum (Schleichera oleosa)

Cultural VValue: The Kusum tree is culturally linked to the Karma festival, which celebrates love,
unity, and community strength. Branches and leaves of Kusum are used in dancing and rituals

during the festival.

Uses: Seeds are used for extracting oil used in cooking and illumination. The bark is used to make

natural dyes, and the tree is also valued for its ecological importance in maintaining soil fertility.
10. Bamboo (Bambusa vulgaris)

Cultural Value: Bamboo symbolizes flexibility, endurance, and unity. It plays an important role
in both practical and ceremonial life.

Uses: Used in the construction of houses, fences, fishing traps, baskets, and musical instruments.
In weddings, bamboo poles are used to build the ceremonial canopy (mandap), and in funerals,

bamboo frames are used to carry the deceased.

11. Bael (Aegle marmelos)

Cultural Value: Considered sacred and associated with local deities and nature worship. It

represents purity and is used during religious ceremonies.

Uses: Bael leaves are offered during prayers, and the fruit is used to prepare cooling drinks and

medicinal tonics for digestive health.

12. Banana (Musa paradisiaca)
Cultural Value: Regarded as an auspicious plant that symbolizes hospitality and prosperity.

Uses: Banana leaves are used as natural plates during rituals and feasts. The fruit is used in

religious offerings, and the pseudostem is used in rituals symbolizing fertility and new beginnings.
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Cultural Value: Symbol of purity and divine connection. It is believed to purify the mind and

soul during rituals.

Uses: Used in holy water sprinkling ceremonies and in the worship of household gods. The grass

is also used medicinally to stop bleeding and treat skin problems.

Plants use and there details-

No. | BOTANIC | COMMON FAMILY SPECIES | MEDICINE PLACE
AL NAME | NAME VALUE
1 Shorea Sal Dipterocarp | Robusta Skin,diarrhea Lakha
Robusta aceae Jitching, ,Raigarh
respiratory
2 Madhuca | Mahua Sapotaceae | Indica Blood Pali
indica disorders,
diabetes and
ulcers,
traditionally
used to treat
arthritis,
headaches and
piles etc.
3 Ficus Peepal Moreceae Religiosa | Skin, diabetes Madhuban
religiosa para
4 Ficus Bargat Moreceae Ficus Skin, diabetes | Ganesh talab
benghalens benghalen
is sis
5 Ocimum Tulsi Lamiaceae | Ocimum | Skin, Raigarh
sanctum sanctum diabetes,stomac
h etc.
6 Butea Palash Fabaceae Butea Ritual , Pali, Raigarh
monosperm monosper | Dyes,medicinal
a ma value
7 Azadirachta | Neem Meliaceae Azadirach | SKin, Kentriya
indica taindica | diabetes,stomac | vidyalay
h etc. ,Raigarh
8 Mangifera Mango Anacardiace | Indica Vitamines,food | Raigarh
indica ae etc.
9 Schleichera | Kusum Sapindaceae | Schleicher | Food, vitamines | Kosamnara ,
oleosa a oleosa raigarh
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10 Bambusa Bamboo Poaceae Bambusa | Food, cancer Gharghoda ,
vulgaris vulgaris, Raigarh
Dendrocal
amus
strictus
11 | Aegle Beal Rutaceae Aegle Kodatarai,Rai
marmelos marmelos Stomach,food.0 garh
thers
12 Musa Banana Musaceae Musa Stomach Tamnar,
paradisiaca acuminata | problem,food Raigarh
and other
13 Cynodon Sacret grass | Poaceae Desmosta | Cancer, other Raigarh
dactylon chya
bipinnata
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names -1 Shorea Robusta 2 Madhuca indica 3 Ficus religiosa 4 Ficus benghalensis 5 Ocimum
sanctum 6 Butea monosperma 7 Azadirachta indica 8 Mangifera indica 9 Schleichera oleosa
10 Bambusa vulgaris 11 Aegle marmelos 12 Musa paradisiaca 13 Cynodon dactyl

Plants family

1

W
%>

= Dipterocarpaceae ® Sapotaceae Moreceae = Lamiaceae
= Fabaceae Mellaceae m Anacardiaceae  ® Sapindaceae
= Poaceae = Rutaceae = Musaceae

Cultural and Ecological Significance

The cultural attachment of the Oraon people to these plants promotes community-based
conservation of forest resources. Sacred groves and ritual sites, where specific trees are protected,
act as natural sanctuaries for biodiversity. The taboos and spiritual beliefs surrounding plant
cutting and overuse serve as traditional ecological ethics. Thus, these practices reflect a

sustainable lifestyle that blends cultural heritage with environmental stewardship.
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The plants used by the Oraon tribe of Raigarh District are not merely biological entities; they are
symbols of faith, heritage, and identity. Through their festivals, songs, and customs, the Oraon
people express gratitude and reverence toward nature. Documenting and understanding these
cultural plant values is vital for preserving indigenous knowledge systems and promoting

sustainable forest and biodiversity management in tribal regions of Chhattisgarh.

CONCLUSION

The study on the involvement of 13 plants in the Oraon Tribal Culture of Raigarh District,
Chhattisgarh, reveals a deep and harmonious relationship between the Oraon community and their
surrounding natural environment. Plants hold not only ecological and economic value but also
profound cultural, religious, and spiritual significance in the lives of the Oraon people. Each
plant species is associated with traditional beliefs, rituals, and festivals that reflect their close

connection with nature and their efforts to maintain ecological balance.

The Oraon tribe considers plants as living entities that embody divine powers and ancestral spirits.
Through rituals like Sarhul, Karma, Khaddi Puja, and other seasonal ceremonies, they express
gratitude to the Earth and vegetation for sustaining life. Sacred trees such as Sal (Shorea robusta),
Mahua (Madhuca indica), Peepal (Ficus religiosa), and Banyan (Ficus benghalensis) are
revered as protectors of the community, while plants like Tulsi (Ocimum sanctum) and Neem
(Azadirachta indica) are respected for their healing and purifying properties. These practices
represent a form of traditional ecological knowledge that promotes the sustainable use of natural

resources.

The Oraon community’s plant-based traditions also serve as a means of environmental
conservation. Their belief systems, taboos, and sacred groves play an important role in protecting
forest biodiversity. By linking cultural rituals to ecological values, they have developed a
sustainable way of living that ensures the preservation of both cultural identity and natural heritage.
Such indigenous wisdom demonstrates the importance of integrating traditional ecological

knowledge with modern conservation strategies.

In conclusion, the involvement of plants in the cultural life of the Oraon tribe reflects their deep

ecological ethics, spiritual sensitivity, and cultural resilience. Their customs, songs, festivals,
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and daily practices highlight a worldview where humans and nature coexist in mutual respect and
dependence. Recognizing and documenting this traditional plant knowledge is essential for
cultural preservation, biodiversity conservation, and sustainable development in tribal
regions like Raigarh District. Therefore, the Oraon tribe’s relationship with plants is not only a
reflection of their rich cultural heritage but also a valuable lesson in living sustainably and

harmoniously with nature.
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