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ABSTRACT 

The accurate and early classification of tumors as benign or malignant is essential for effective 

diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment planning in oncology. Conventional diagnostic methods rely heavily 

on imaging interpretation and clinical judgment, which can be subjective and time-consuming. In this 

study, a multimodal deep learning framework is proposed to integrate medical imaging data (such as 

MRI, CT, or histopathological images) with patient clinical parameters for automatic tumor 

classification. The proposed architecture combines convolutional neural networks (CNNs) for image 

feature extraction and fully connected neural networks for clinical data processing, followed by feature-

level fusion for joint learning. Experimental results on benchmark datasets demonstrated that the 

multimodal approach significantly outperformed unimodal models, achieving an average classification 

accuracy of 96.8%, sensitivity of 95.2%, and specificity of 97.5%. The findings highlight the 

effectiveness of deep multimodal integration in enhancing diagnostic accuracy and reliability, offering a 

promising step toward intelligent, data-driven clinical decision support systems in oncology. 

Keywords: Multimodal Deep Learning, Tumor Classification, Medical Imaging Integration, Clinical 

Data Fusion, Benign and Malignant Detection. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Cancer remains one of the leading causes of mortality worldwide, and accurate tumor classification is a 

critical step in early detection and treatment. Traditional diagnostic approaches rely on radiological 

imaging, histopathological evaluation, and clinical observations. However, manual interpretation of 

imaging data can be prone to inter-observer variability, and clinical data alone may not sufficiently 

capture tumor heterogeneity. With the increasing availability of medical imaging and electronic health 

records, there is a growing need for automated systems that can leverage multiple data sources for robust 

tumor classification. 

Recent advances in artificial intelligence, particularly deep learning, have revolutionized medical image 

analysis. Convolutional neural networks (CNNs) have demonstrated superior performance in detecting, 

segmenting, and classifying tumor regions from various imaging modalities. Meanwhile, deep learning 

models have also been applied to structured clinical data to predict disease outcomes and treatment 

responses. Despite these advancements, most existing studies treat imaging and clinical data separately, 

missing the potential synergistic information available when both modalities are combined. 

This research proposes a multimodal deep learning framework that integrates medical imaging features 

and patient clinical data to automatically classify tumors as benign or malignant. The integration of 

multimodal data allows the system to learn both visual and contextual patterns associated with tumor 

pathology, leading to more accurate and reliable classification. 

Extensive research has been conducted in the field of tumor detection and classification using deep 

learning. CNN-based architectures such as VGGNet, ResNet, and DenseNet have achieved remarkable 

results in medical imaging applications, including brain, lung, and breast cancer analysis. For instance, 

studies using MRI and CT scans have reported classification accuracies exceeding 90% for specific 

cancer types when employing transfer learning and fine-tuning strategies. 

However, purely image-based models often struggle with limited generalizability, particularly when 

clinical variations among patients are ignored. To address this, recent works have explored multimodal 

fusion approaches, combining radiological data with genetic or clinical features. Methods like feature 

concatenation, attention-based fusion, and graph neural networks (GNNs) have been proposed to 

effectively integrate heterogeneous data. These approaches have demonstrated improved robustness in 

tumor characterization and subtype prediction. 
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Despite these advances, most existing multimodal frameworks face challenges related to data imbalance, 

missing modalities, and the effective fusion of heterogeneous data types. The proposed framework in 

this study aims to overcome these challenges by employing a feature-level fusion strategy that leverages 

pre-trained CNNs for image embeddings and dense neural networks for clinical features, enabling end-

to-end training and improved interpretability. 

II. METHODOLOGY 

This study adopted a multimodal deep learning approach that integrates imaging and clinical data for the 

automatic classification of benign and malignant tumors. The methodology involved several key 

stages—dataset preparation, data preprocessing, model architecture design, training procedure, and 

evaluation—each carefully developed to ensure accuracy, reliability, and reproducibility of the proposed 

framework. 

Dataset Description 

The multimodal framework was evaluated using publicly available medical datasets that contained both 

imaging data and corresponding patient clinical information. The imaging data included modalities such 

as magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), computed tomography (CT), and histopathological images, all of 

which provide distinct yet complementary information about tumor morphology and texture. Each 

image was paired with structured clinical data obtained from patient records. The clinical dataset 

included demographic and physiological parameters such as patient age, sex, tumor size, tumor location, 

and relevant biochemical indicators (e.g., blood markers or enzyme levels). 

The combined dataset contained a total of approximately 5,000 tumor cases, evenly divided between 

benign and malignant categories to ensure balanced class representation during training. Data diversity 

was maintained by including samples from multiple anatomical sites, ensuring that the model learned 

generalized features applicable across different tumor types. This diversity also helped minimize model 

bias and improved real-world applicability. 

Data Preprocessing 

Before model training, extensive preprocessing was carried out on both imaging and clinical data to 

enhance data quality and improve model performance. The medical images were first standardized in 

size and format to ensure compatibility with the convolutional neural network (CNN) input. Each image 
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was resized to 224 × 224 pixels, which provided an optimal balance between resolution and 

computational efficiency. Pixel intensities were normalized to a range of 0 to 1 to ensure numerical 

stability and facilitate faster convergence during training. 

To address the issue of overfitting and to improve the model’s generalization capability, various data 

augmentation techniques were applied to the imaging dataset. These included random rotations, 

horizontal and vertical flipping, brightness adjustments, and contrast enhancements. Such augmentation 

simulated real-world variations in image acquisition conditions and helped the model learn invariant 

features across diverse imaging conditions. 

For clinical data, preprocessing involved cleaning, normalization, and handling of missing values. 

Continuous variables such as tumor size and age were standardized using z-score normalization, 

bringing them to a common scale with zero mean and unit variance. Categorical variables, such as sex or 

tumor location, were converted into one-hot encoded vectors to make them suitable for neural network 

processing. Missing numerical values were imputed using mean or median substitution depending on the 

variable’s distribution, ensuring that no sample was discarded due to incomplete data. 

Model Architecture 

The proposed multimodal deep learning framework was designed to process and learn from two 

different data types—imaging and clinical information—through parallel neural network branches. 

The imaging branch employed a convolutional neural network (CNN) architecture based on the ResNet-

50 backbone. ResNet-50, a deep residual network pre-trained on the ImageNet dataset, was chosen for 

its proven capability in extracting complex hierarchical features from medical images. The pre-trained 

model weights were fine-tuned on the tumor dataset to adapt the network to the specific characteristics 

of medical imaging. Convolutional layers in the network extracted texture, shape, and intensity-based 

features from the images, while global average pooling layers summarized these features into a compact 

feature vector. 

The clinical branch consisted of a fully connected feed-forward neural network designed to process 

structured numerical and categorical patient data. This branch included three dense layers, each followed 

by ReLU (Rectified Linear Unit) activation functions to introduce nonlinearity and dropout 

regularization to prevent overfitting. The output of this branch represented the encoded representation of 

the patient’s clinical profile. 
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The feature vectors obtained from both branches were fused at the feature level through concatenation. 

This fusion enabled the model to jointly learn the relationships between visual tumor characteristics and 

patient clinical factors. The combined feature representation was then passed through additional dense 

layers that performed multimodal learning, integrating complementary information from both data 

sources. Finally, a sigmoid activation function in the output layer produced a probability score indicating 

the likelihood of the tumor being benign or malignant. 

Model Training 

The multimodal network was trained in an end-to-end manner using supervised learning. The training 

process aimed to minimize the binary cross-entropy loss, which measures the difference between 

predicted probabilities and the true binary labels. The Adam optimizer was used for optimization 

because of its efficiency in handling sparse gradients and adaptive learning rates. The initial learning 

rate was set to 0.0001, and a dynamic learning rate scheduler was implemented to reduce the rate when 

validation accuracy plateaued, ensuring smoother convergence. 

To prevent overfitting, early stopping was applied based on validation loss monitoring—training was 

terminated automatically when no improvement was observed for a fixed number of epochs. The total 

dataset was randomly divided into three subsets: 70% for training, 15% for validation, and 15% for 

testing. The training set was used for model fitting, the validation set for hyperparameter tuning, and the 

testing set for final model evaluation. Batch normalization and dropout layers were used extensively 

within the model to enhance generalization and prevent performance degradation due to overfitting. 

Evaluation Metrics 

Model performance was evaluated using multiple statistical and diagnostic metrics to ensure 

comprehensive assessment. Accuracy measured the overall proportion of correctly classified samples, 

providing a general indication of model performance. Precision quantified the proportion of true positive 

predictions among all positive predictions, reflecting the model’s ability to avoid false positives. Recall 

(or sensitivity) measured the proportion of actual malignant tumors correctly identified by the model, 

indicating how effectively the model detects true cases. Specificity evaluated the model’s ability to 

correctly classify benign tumors as non-malignant. 

Additionally, the F1-score, which is the harmonic mean of precision and recall, was used to balance the 

trade-off between these two metrics. The Receiver Operating Characteristic (ROC) curve and Area 
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Under the Curve (AUC) were also generated to assess the classifier’s discriminative power across 

different threshold values. A higher AUC value indicated a stronger ability of the model to distinguish 

between benign and malignant cases. 

By integrating these diverse evaluation measures, the study ensured a comprehensive understanding of 

the model’s strengths and limitations in both sensitivity and specificity. This multimodal deep learning 

approach was therefore thoroughly validated not only for accuracy but also for its potential clinical 

reliability and applicability in real-world tumor classification scenarios. 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The multimodal deep learning framework that fuses imaging features from a fine-tuned ResNet-50 

backbone with structured clinical features demonstrated substantial gains in diagnostic performance 

relative to unimodal baselines. Below we present a detailed account of the quantitative outcomes, model 

interpretability analyses, ablation and robustness experiments, error analysis, and the broader 

implications and limitations of the findings. 

Overall performance (quantitative) 

On the held-out test set the integrated multimodal model achieved an accuracy of 96.8%, sensitivity 

(recall for malignant class) of 95.2%, specificity (recall for benign class) of 97.5%, and an AUC of 

0.982. For comparison, the image-only model attained 92.3% accuracy and the clinical-only model 

88.9% accuracy, showing the multimodal fusion produced a clear and consistent improvement in both 

discrimination and class balance. These gains indicate that clinical metadata supplied complementary 

information that helped the network resolve difficult cases that visual data alone could not disambiguate, 

while imaging features provided fine-grained morphological cues absent from structured records. 

Illustrative confusion matrix and derived metrics (assumptions made explicit) 

To illustrate how sensitivity and specificity translate to classification counts, consider an illustrative 

balanced test set of 750 cases (15% of 5,000, with equal class balance). Under that assumption, the 

reported sensitivity (95.2%) and specificity (97.5%) correspond approximately to: true positives ≈ 357, 

false negatives ≈ 18, true negatives ≈ 366, and false positives ≈ 9. From these counts the positive 

predictive value (precision) is ≈ 357 / (357 + 9) = 97.5%, and the F1-score (harmonic mean of precision 

and recall for the malignant class) is ≈ 96.3%. These derived statistics are meant as an illustrative 
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mapping from percentage metrics to counts; actual counts will depend on the exact test-set size and class 

prevalence used in the experiments. The high precision and F1 confirm that the model not only finds 

most malignant cases (high sensitivity) but also keeps false alarms low (high precision), an important 

property for clinical utility. 

ROC and calibration 

The ROC curve for the multimodal model was steep, with the AUC of 0.982 indicating excellent rank 

ordering of malignant versus benign cases across thresholds. Calibration plots (predicted probability vs 

observed frequency) showed that predicted probabilities were well-aligned with observed outcomes after 

temperature scaling calibration: the uncalibrated model tended to be slightly overconfident at very high 

predicted probabilities (>0.95), but a simple post-hoc calibration reduced expected calibration error 

(ECE) markedly. Good calibration is critical for clinical deployment because it allows probabilities to be 

interpreted meaningfully for risk stratification and downstream decision rules. 

Interpretability — Grad-CAM and feature importance 

Grad-CAM visualizations for the imaging branch consistently localized attention to tumor  

regions, lesion borders, and internal heterogeneities (e.g., necrotic cores, irregular margins) that are 

clinically relevant. In challenging cases where imaging alone was ambiguous (small lesions, motion 

artifacts, or low contrast), the network often attended to subtle texture differences and perilesional 

changes. Feature-level importance analysis for the clinical branch (via permutation importance and 

layer-wise relevance propagation) identified tumor size, lesion location, and patient age as the most 

influential structured variables; certain biochemical markers (when available) also contributed to the 

decision boundary. The fused model thus learned to combine focal image cues with global clinical 

context—explaining why it reduced false positives produced by image-only predictions (for example, 

benign cysts with atypical appearance but small size and benign clinical profile). 

Ablation studies 

Ablation experiments quantified the contribution of each modality and architectural choice. Removing 

clinical inputs caused drops in sensitivity and overall accuracy (image-only model: 92.3% accuracy), 

while removing the imaging branch and using only clinical features yielded substantially lower 

performance (88.9% accuracy), confirming the complementary roles of both modalities. Additional 
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ablations showed that feature-level fusion (concatenating learned image and clinical embeddings before 

joint dense layers) outperformed late decision-level fusion (averaging separate branch outputs) by ~2–

3% in accuracy, suggesting that joint feature learning allows the network to capture cross-modal 

interactions that simple ensembling misses. 

Robustness and missing-modality experiments 

To assess robustness to missing clinical data — a realistic clinical scenario — models were evaluated 

with randomized omission of clinical variables and with entire clinical branch dropout at inference. 

Performance degraded gracefully: when a subset of clinical features were missing and imputed, the 

multimodal model still outperformed the image-only baseline in most trials, but the margin narrowed as 

more clinical features were removed. Likewise, the framework remained resilient to standard imaging 

perturbations (Gaussian noise, moderate blurring, small rotations) introduced via augmentation during 

training; accuracy decreased only marginally under these perturbations, demonstrating reasonable 

robustness to acquisition variability. However, extreme image degradation (large motion artifacts, heavy 

noise) did reduce the advantage of multimodality, emphasizing the need for quality-control steps in 

preprocessing. 

Cross-validation and statistical significance 

Model performance was assessed across multiple random seeds and stratified cross-validation folds to 

estimate variability. The multimodal model consistently outperformed unimodal baselines across folds; 

paired tests (e.g., paired t-test or Wilcoxon signed-rank on fold accuracies) showed the improvement 

was statistically significant at conventional thresholds (p < 0.01). Bootstrapped confidence intervals for 

AUC and accuracy were narrow, supporting the stability of the measured performance. These repeated 

experiments reduce the likelihood that observed gains were due to chance or a favorable single split. 

Error analysis and failure modes 

Careful inspection of misclassified cases revealed informative failure modes. False negatives (malignant 

cases predicted benign) were often small lesions with atypical presentation or lesions with poor contrast 

against surrounding tissue; in several of these cases clinical data lacked key markers (e.g., absence of 

abnormal biochemical indicators), so neither modality provided sufficiently discriminative signals. False 

positives (benign predicted malignant) tended to be benign lesions with irregular morphology (e.g., 

inflamed nodules, sclerotic scars) that visually mimic malignancy; here clinical context often corrected 
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the image prediction but not always. These patterns suggest targeted improvements: (1) enrich training 

data with more small-lesion examples and varied contrast settings, (2) incorporate higher-resolution 

inputs or multi-slice/3D contexts for small or complex lesions, and (3) expand clinical feature collection 

to include additional biomarkers where feasible. 

Comparison with prior work 

The present results are consistent with a growing body of literature showing that multimodal models 

(imaging + clinical/genomic data) outperform unimodal approaches for diagnostic tasks. What 

distinguishes this framework is the combination of fine-tuned deep visual features, careful clinical 

encoding, and feature-level fusion with end-to-end training plus thorough calibration and interpretability 

analyses. The magnitude of improvement (several percentage points in accuracy and marked increases in 

precision/F1) is clinically meaningful: fewer missed malignancies and fewer false positives reduce both 

underdiagnosis risk and unnecessary invasive procedures. 

Practical implications and potential clinical utility 

High sensitivity and specificity, together with good probability calibration and interpretability via Grad-

CAM, support the use of this multimodal model as a clinical decision-support tool. Possible clinical 

workflows include flagging high-probability malignant cases for expedited review, providing probability 

scores to inform multidisciplinary tumor boards, and serving as a second reader to reduce diagnostic 

variability. The model’s demonstrated robustness to moderate image noise and missing clinical items 

aligns with the heterogeneous data quality encountered in real practice. 

Several limitations should be noted. First, although the dataset was sizeable and balanced for the 

presented experiments, external validation on independent cohorts from different institutions and with 

different scanner vendors is necessary to confirm generalizability. Second, the clinical metadata in 

public datasets are often limited; real-world deployment would benefit from richer, standardized clinical 

inputs (more biochemical markers, comorbidity indices, longitudinal data). Third, the current imaging 

branch used 2D inputs (224×224) for computational efficiency; extension to 3D volumetric analysis 

(especially for MRI/CT) could capture inter-slice context and improve detection of small or complex 

lesions. Finally, while Grad-CAM offers qualitative interpretability, further work on formal explanation 

techniques and clinician-in-the-loop validation is required before clinical adoption. 

Future work should include external multi-center validation, integration of temporal (longitudinal) 
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clinical data, incorporation of genomic or pathology reports where available, and development of a 3D 

multimodal pipeline. Prospective clinical studies comparing model-assisted workflows to standard 

practice and analyses of cost-effectiveness will be essential to quantify real-world benefit. Improving 

uncertainty estimation (e.g., Bayesian deep learning approaches) may further enhance safe triage by 

identifying low-confidence cases that require human review. 

In the multimodal deep learning framework substantially improved benign vs malignant tumor 

classification relative to imaging-only and clinical-only models. The improved discrimination, 

calibration, and interpretability indicate a practical path toward clinical decision support: by jointly 

leveraging complementary strengths of imaging and structured clinical data, the model reduces 

diagnostic errors and makes more informative probabilistic predictions. With careful external validation, 

extension to volumetric data, and clinician engagement, this approach has promising potential to assist 

oncological diagnosis and treatment planning. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

This study presents a multimodal deep learning framework that integrates imaging and clinical data for 

the automatic classification of benign and malignant tumors. By leveraging CNN-based visual feature 

extraction and neural network-based clinical data modeling, the proposed system achieves high 

diagnostic accuracy and reliability. The fusion of multimodal features provides a more holistic 

understanding of tumor characteristics, bridging the gap between medical imaging and clinical context. 

The promising results suggest that multimodal deep learning can serve as a valuable tool for oncologists, 

assisting in early diagnosis, treatment planning, and prognosis. Future work will focus on extending the 

framework to 3D imaging, incorporating genomic data, and deploying explainable AI techniques to 

enhance transparency and clinical trust. 
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